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A new edition of the groundbreaking spiritual treasure, with a foreword by bestselling author

Marianne Williamson .Since its original publication in 1949, In Search of the Miraculous has been

hailed as the most valuable and reliable documentation of G. I. Gurdjieff's thoughts and universal

view. This historic and influential work is considered by many to be a primer of mystical thought as

expressed through the Work, a combination of Eastern philosophies that had for centuries been

passed on orally from teacher to student. Gurdjieff's goal, to introduce the Work to the West,

attracted many students, among them Ouspensky, an established mathematician, journalist, and,

with the publication of In Search of the Miraculous, an eloquent and persuasive

proselyte.Ouspensky describes Gurdjieff's teachings in fascinating and accessible detail, providing

what has proven to be a stellar introduction to the universal view of both student and teacher. It

goes without saying that In Search of the Miraculous has inspired great thinkers and writers of

ensuing spiritual movements, including Marianne Williamson, the highly acclaimed author of A

Return to Love and Illuminata. In a new and never-before-published foreword, Williamson shares

the influence of Ouspensky's book and Gurdjieff's teachings on the New Thought movement and

her own life, providing a contemporary look at an already timeless classic.
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Having read just about everything written by or about Gurdjieff, Ouspensky, Collin, Orage, Nicoll,



and countless disciples, spin-offs, Sufis, etc., etc., and having been drawn by them into spending

years in a Gurdjieff "school," and being familiar with the traditions on which the Gurdjieff approach

was based, I take a lot of the "fourth way" material with a large grain of salt. The core of the "work"

is a powerful methodology, but no more so than, say, vipassana, zen, dzogchen or other solid,

meditation-based tradition. There is nothing about the fourth way that is any more "esoteric" than

these other traditions (that's right, nothing). The biggest difference is that Gurdjieff left behind a

legacy of fraudulent teachers and cults, whereas there are many Buddhist and other groups that are

reliable. (Certainly, Buddhist and other groups, being made up of people, have their flaws, and there

are things to be learned in some (not all!) Gurdjieff groups, but decades of hard-won experience

allows me to say that the Gurdjieff tradition is peculiar in attracting power-hungry charlatans who

exploit the "rascal sage" idea to gather suckers around themselves. It happens in other traditions,

but there, it tends to end in disgrace. In fourth way groups, duping people seems to be a point of

pride.) Even groups that are not necessarily exploitative or fraudulent tend to attract people who

especially like the idea of being "esoteric," to use a term Ouspensky used, but which was far more

appropriate eighty years ago than it is today. That is, they like to imagine they've contacted the

"real" inner work--as opposed to those fools who imagine any other traditions can lead to

awakening. In other words, the ego-driven, cult mentality that turns useful information into its

opposite.
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